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and began to stock th^fV ^ c 

One of the consequences of the demise of the Aco and Vocalion records after July 
192 7 was the disappearance of most of the sub-contract work: only Beltona, Lingua - 
phone, Duophone, National Gramophonic Society and Homophone continued with other 
makers. 

More equipment, valued at £20,000, was installed at the Hayes factory where 
overtime working and night shifts became necessary, for between one and one-and-a- 
quarter million discs were being made per month. The 10s. shares were being 
quoted as high as 50s. , although no dividend had been paid the previous year, when 
the standard size records were in production. Stockbrokers were now estimating 
profits from the Broadcast to be 100,000 per annum. By the end of January 1928 
the plant's capacity had been increased by 50%. The Broadcast record was put on 
sale in Australia in the same month, but was there priced at 2s. 

The first real competition to the Broadcast record came in March 1928 with the 
Edison Bell Radio disc, of the same diameter and price. 

So great was the demand for Broadcasts from overseas countries that a subsidiary 
company was thought necessary, and Vocalion (Foreign) Ltd. was formed in March 
1928 with offices in King Street, St. James's, where the parent company was installed 
(having moved from its original Regent Street headquarters). The new company 
acquired the leasehold factory in Melbourne and all the stocks of records and matrices 
including the former Aco and Vocalion material. It had the right to sell throughout 
the world except for the U. K. , the Irish Free Strate, the U.S.A. and Canada, and 
Russia. They guaranteed to sell one-and-a-quarter million records in France and 
Belgium and to fulfill a contract to supply one million records to West Africa. The 
parent company was committed to help in the supply of records and to this end further 
installations were made at the Hayes factory in order to meet a guarantee of three 
million records to Vocalion (Foreign) Ltd. 


The Australian factory had recently been equipped with the latest presses for 
8-inch, 1-0-inch and 12-inch discs from British and American makers, and a refrig¬ 
erating plant to cool the water coming from the presses. Four million discs per 
annum were expected from the Richmond factory and all had been contracted for. 


Vocalion (Foreign) Ltd. had requests for sales or manufacturing agencies from 
39 different countries and net earnings of £55,000 were expected after the payment 
of royalties, including one of 3% for the Marconi recording process. The sum of 
£40,000 was paid to the Vocalion Gramophone Co. Ltd. for this part of its business 
f>lus 40, 000 fully paid up shares; the shares on offer to the public were over-sub¬ 
scribed by fifteen times the total on offer. The new company also had the use of 
factories in Belgium, France and Germany. 


A tentative offer had been made for ten million Broadcasts which, it was hoped, 
would come from a factory to be erected in Burmah: this was to be its annual output. 
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By June 1928 Broadca^f were selling in China, 
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Italy and France (where W. H. Smith 


As in the U.K. there was opposition to the Broadcast discs in Australia. Bruns 
wick, Columbia, HMV and Parlophone interests decided on concerted action against 
the new competition and jobbers and dealers began pledging themselves not to handle 
the line. 


It was a different story in the U. K. by then, for over 1000 HMV dealers were 
stocking Broadcasts. Despite criticism for rapid wear on the innermost grooves, 
the records were selling very well, especially those for dancing. Over £100,000 
profit was made in the third year of trading. 

Exactly one year after discontinuing 10-inch records, Vocalion re-introduced the 
size with the Broadcast Twelve, so called because it was projected to play as long as 
a 12-inch disc. It had a blue label, a 5000 catalogue series and a.price of 2s. 

In Australia the Broadcast was an undoubted success and HMV was forecasting an 
adverse effect on its own sales, although dealers were said to be finding new custo¬ 
mers for HMV among those who had begun with Broadcast. And the continuing 
success of the records in Britain was reflected in the fact that, by September 1928, 
50% of HMV dealers were stocking Broadcast. Marks and Spencer were selling 
90,000 a week and Boots had sold a million during the previous twelve-months. In 
the next month, further competition for the l/3d. record came with the new 10-inch 
Dominion Record at the same price. 


No profits were being made by Vocalion (Foreign). In Belgium it had joined 
forces with the Chantal company of Ghent, forming Vocalion-Chantal S. A. Another 
company was formed in Germany, called Orchestrola-Vocalion G.m.b. H. , a comb¬ 
ination of Clausophon A. G. and the associated Adler Phonograph A. G. businesses 
with factories in Berlin and Thalheim. Imported Broadcasts and home - recorded 
German artists were put on sale in both sizes of discs. As in Britain and Australia, 
retaliation ensued from the competition and the Columbia-controlled Lindstrtfm com¬ 
pany and the Polyphonmusikwerke began producing their own brands of cheap record. 

Both sizes of Broadcast were being sold in Spain, where it was reported that the 
popular Sardanas and Zarzuelas were to be recorded, and that a survey was being 
made for the erection of a factory. The records were on sale in Vienna and in 
France, where the new Vocalion (France) company had taken over from W. H. Smith 
and was re-formed as the Socigtg An ony me Disques Broadcast at Boulevard Hause- 
mann in Paris. Broadcasts were also selling in Bombay and Calcutta. 


A new company formed in June 1 928, Picture Gramophone Records Ltd. was also 
supplied with 8-inch master recordings by Vocalion, which were limited to not more 
th^n ?.5 titles a month: this company's business was taken over by the Goodson Gram¬ 
ophone Record Co. Ltd. in December. It was in that same month that the small 
X-prefixed Broadcast discs were introduced. (The 8-inch size had already been 
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ft March 1931, Vocalion stopped making its Broadcast Super Twelve ° a “ Ce n ^, 
r«». (with orange labels), and a new 10-inch record was introduced also alle^dly 
, playing duration equal to a 12-inch disc. This was labelled in scarlet and gold, 

>i| the Broadcast Super Twelve and given a catalogue series in a 3, 000 block. 

.is with all Broadcasts produced so far, were recorded under the Marconi 
ltn and bore the usual M-iiwcircle symbol, although there were only eight 
lh. to go before the expiry of its exclusive licence. The new discs included 
. music recordings as part of a popular and varied repertoire. The records 
. priced at 1 s. 6d. each and, at the same time, the 8-inch Bioadcasts were re 
i ... Is. each. (Edison Bell had reduced their Radio records to that amount in 
• inher 1930). The new recordings were broadcast weekly from Ra io ou ouse 
. «iice, the Vocalion company having bought air time. In June the Company 
to have the word REX registered as a trade mark for gramophone records, 

«»»• ond company to do so. 

I ii>.re were again no dividends for shareholders at the sixth A. G. M. , although it 
. l.,uned that the demand for Broadcast records had been well maintained. 

„„ ,o the poor financial position of Vocalion (Foreign) Ltd. the parent company 
‘•solved to reduce its claim of a royalty of £10,000 per annum to only £2,500. 

I,. September 1931 the Broadcast record was increased in size to 9 inches and 
, .. operative Societies' discs also increased as a matter of course The price 

.J, at ls . for both. New recording studios were being installed at the former 

I*ik1 School for Girls building at 53, Norland Square, Holland Park. Theongma 

.it Duncan Avenue were to be abandoned. From October 1931. Norland 

.... became the registered office of the Vocalion Gramophone Co. Ltd. 

Altar November 1931, the three types of Broadcast record then - Paction 
to be recorded under a "New Electrical Process", and the encircled M and 
.. process legend disappeared from the labels. The new studios were in pro - 

th»n by December 5th 1931. 

A, ,bout this time. Vocalion petitioned the courts to have Vocalion 

.. wound up. The hearing took place on January 11th 1932, and the news 

. . intimating that the parent company might soon be taken over by the 

;:, ;,:te Gramophone Record Manufacturing Co. Ltd. This was confirmed in 

.. Ii 1932. 

, ,h.r.. . Ur to purch... Vocalion. Ihe price wa. put at £64, 000. 




Upon acquis'^ n, Crystalate stopped the blue-label Broadcast Twelve records. 

The Vocation Gramophone Co. Ltd. was to be voluntarily wound up by Crystalate 
and Percy Garrat, one of Vocalion's original directors, was appointed liquidator on 
April 12th. 1932. There was a proposal that a new company should be formed as 
Vocalion Gramophone (1932) Ltd. , but in the meantime Crystalate kept the original 
name on the Broadcast and Broadcast Super Twelve labels which continued to come 
from the Hayes factory. Crystalate's own Imperial discs and the 8-inch Eclipses 
for Woolworth's were made at Tonbridge. 


In May 1932 it was revealed that Vocalion (Foreign) Ltd's total deficiency was pi 
at £49,195. With a shareholding deficiency of £209,286. No audited accounts had 
been made since June 1930 and failure of the business was ascribed to the failure of 
the Melbourne factory to achieve full productive capacity, to the world trade recess¬ 
ion and the failure of the company's investments elsewhere. 

Crystalate reduced the price of the Broadcast Super Twelve to Is. 3d. each in 
June 1932. Brownlac Ltd. was put into voluntary liquidation in July 1932 by the 
liquidating Vocalion campany, which itself was not wound up until April 1936. 

Bv October 1932, the Hayes address was being omitted from the Broadcast 
Super Twelve labels, with Crystalate’s City Road address in lieu but still under the 
Vocalion name. 

BROADCAST INTERNATIONAL AND BROADCAST FOUR-TUNE. 

In January 1933, Crystalate introduced two new types of Broadcast record^ O 
these, the Broadcast International had both scarlet and gold and black and gold 
labels, and was so called as the repertoire was drawn from matrices in A ™ erlc * 
and Germany, where Crystalate had interests in record companies. The Broadcast 
Four-Tune had a fine groove pitch enabling five to six minutes playing time to be 
accommodated on each side. This was employed to record two dance music tunes 
per side. Both these ten-inch records sold at ls.6d. 

The 9-inch Broadcasts had their last supplement in August 193 3 and the Broad 
cast super Twelves began to carry the name of the Crystalate company around the 
edge of the labels. In September, the Rex record was introduced at Is. , as a re- 
placement for the Broadcast. 

March 1934 saw the last supplement of the Broadcast Super Twelve records; th. 
'B' ^refixei international series had ceased one year earlier and the Broadcast Fou, 
Tune record had stopped in December 1933. (An enigmatic series about which 
little is known, was the Broadcast Super Twelve Scottish series, with SC prefixes. 
Frank Andrews would welcome full details of any known records in this series). 

Under the Crystalate name Broadcast Super Twelve labels began to carry the 
legend concerning fixed prices and public performance prohibition. 
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Serial BROADCAST al . Br0adca3t record in March 1934. This was 


MROADCAST NEW SERIES ei ht inches in diameter and priced at 6d. 

The Broadcast New Series disc g f Eclipse matrices, although 

n,.r. only twenty-«ight U.— , ~ Th ”* 

, law o£ the former 8-mch Broa ca September 1937, but may have been issued 

. in "World's Fair" in August or September V , they had been issued 

..rl.e.- Wh» »o„ld th. .^““'“..do,,,' foxing of «■ 

thon at 6d! They appear to be the last disc wim 


